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Told by ||kabbo to Lucy Lloyd. Cape Town, 18 September 1871
This story was told by Tonno wuro, ||kabbo’s maternal grandfather, to his daughter !kui ang, ||kabbo’s
mother, who told it to him.
|kaggen goes to the Meerkats after Ichneumon has killed the eland and they are making a fire. |kaggen
pierces open the eland’s gall and it tells him to jump into its darkness. He does so, but cannot see, so he
throws his shoe (which has dust on it) into the sky and says that it shall become the moon and light up
the earth for him, so that he might find his way home. This is why the moon is red, because it has the
dust from |kaggen’s shoe on it.
Origin of the Moon
The Mantis was the one who went to the Miercat when the Miercat had killed the Eland. Then the Miercat
speaks to the Mantis. The Mantis gathered wood. Then the Miercat told the Mantis he must bring the
wood. Then he did so, he brought the wood; they made a fire. The Mantis again fetched wood; then he
caught sight of the Eland's gall as the Eland's gall lay on the wood, then the Mantis said that he would
pierce open the Eland's gall as the Eland's gall was in a bush.
Then the Mantis did so; the Mantis pierced open the Eland's gall. The gall said to the Mantis, that the
Mantis should leap into the dark. Then the Mantis leapt into the dark, for he could not see the bushes, he
leapt into the dark; he could not see the bushes, he could not see the other people, the Miercats. Then he
threw his shoe up into the sky; he said: "I am the Mantis, my shoe up there shall henceforward become
the Moon, that it may light up the earth for me, that I may return home. This is why the Moon is red,
because it was the Mantis's shoe, therefore it is red, because it was a shoe. It had dust on it, because it
was the Mantis's shoe. It had dust on it in which he had walked. The Sun is white, because it is hot; it is
white. The stars are red; because they are cold.
The Mantis said, "The Sun goes out first; the Moon follows the Sun it comes at night for it is cold." The
Mantis spoke thus. That is why the Sun goes out first at midday; because it is hot. The Moon follows it.
This is why the Sun sets first; it is hot. The Moon it is who when people go to sleep, just sets at night.
Then the people sleep; it sets at night.
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