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Healing trauma of past
As the country commemorates
Heritage Day, a UCT academic from
Newlands looks at the impact of the
pain of our past...
teen in the 80s, and I kept thinking
about these people who were so
politically active then and are now
approaching middle age and how
their lives have played out after the
sacrifices they made during that
period.
“Also, when I lecture here at
UCT and I ask students what they
know about the Trojan Horse incident or the Wynberg Seven, all I
often get back are these absolutely
blank stares – and this across all
races.”
The resultant combination of
curiosity and need to inform led to
her working, for the past year, on
putting together the documentary,
which will be screened, free to the
public, on Thursday October 29, at
the Baxter Theatre.
Dr O’Connell, adds: “I started
tracking down people across Cape
Town who formed part of that cru-

CARL COLLISON

D

r Siona O’Connell, a Newlands resident is motivated
by her desire to keep stories
of the past alive, which is in part
what led to her latest documentary,
An Unconscionable Amnesia.
“I’m saddened at how ordinary
stories fall by the wayside,” she says
during an interview about the documentary which features people
from various areas across Cape
Town who were involved in South
Africa’s struggle for political freedom – particularly in the 1980s –
the documentary offers an insightful look into how the effects their
political activity has had on their
lives at present.
Dr O’Connell, who serves as
director of UCT’s Hiddingh Campus-based Centre for Curating the
Archive, in Gardens, adds: “I was a

■ Featuring
archival images,
left, captured by
photographer
Zubeida Vallie, the
documentary An
Unconscionable
Amnesia looks
into the youthdriven political
struggle of the
1980s.

cial youth movement of the 80s.
This project took me to remarkable
schools, like South Peninsula in
Diep River, where I found students
still deeply engaged with what is
happening around them. Schools
such as Livingstone High School in
Claremont, Alexander Sinton Sec-

ondary School in Athlone, Harold
Cressy High School and Trafalgar
High School in District Six were
crucial schools and played such a
strong role in the politically formative years of these now middle-aged
people.
“What I found, through numer-

ous, heart-wrenching interviews,
was that there is this need for people to talk – and for somebody to
listen. And that the business of the
past is certainly not in the past.
Continued on page 3
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The Southern Suburbs Tatler wishes all our Muslim readers and advertisers Eid mubarak

Woodstock
VELVAGLO WATERBASED MASONITE HARDBOARD
WHITE 5L

3.2mm x 1700mm x 800mm

PINE WORKBENCH

MELAMINE BOARD BAVARIAN BEECH PEEN

1200mm x 600mm x 900mm

2750mm x 1830mm x 16mm

R369 00

R24 95 R999 00

each

each

BLACK & DECKER MOUSE
SANDER
WITH 15PC ACCESSORY KIT

R299 00

each

each

HARDBOARD DOOR - HOLLOW
CORE
2032mm x 813mm x 40mm

R169 00

each

R495 00

each

FORMICA POSTFORM TOP
BLACK GOLDSTAR GLOSS
3530mm x 600mm x 32mm

R509 00

each

MELAMINE BOARD OAK SANTANA LINEAR
2750mm x 1830mm x 16mm

R495 00

each

Franke Geyser
Combislim pack 150L

Includes drain cock kit & 400KPA valve

R2899

WE CUT
WE EDGE
WE DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS
Prices valid from
25.09.2015 to
10.10.2015

CNR. FAIRVIEW &
VICTORIA RD
WOODSTOCK
T: (021) 447 4075
F: (021) 447 5375
www.
timbercitywoodstock
.co.za
While stocks last.

A CUT ABOVE
O THE REST

